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is the aspect of affairs ? Lord Dalhousie's scheme for a net-
work of railways has nearly been realized, and there is every
reason to hope that the works which still remain to make
ladia strategically secure and communication complete, will
shortly be sanctioned. Subordinate to the railways are the
larger rivers, whose courses have been either found naturally,
or been made by art, available for navigation, and the various
canals, which when connected with each other, will be in-
valuable as high ways of commerce, irrespectively of the bene-
fit which they now bestow as channels of irrigation. To
these must be added a system of metalled and unmetalled
roads which intersect, more or less minutely, every district in
our territories. The result has been an impulse to agricul-
ture that would have been otherwise impossible. Wherever a
railway passes or a navigable river or a canal is at hand, there
is, or there soon will be, a direct outlet to the sea. Kemote
localities are at once made accessible, and so it happens that
Berar has proved her capability to furnish Manchester with
cotton, the Nerbudda Valley and the Valley of the Indus are
smiling with corn, and British Burmah, though one of our
most recent acquisitions, is rapidly going to the front in the
race for wealth. All this improvement we argue, as we argued
on a former occasion, * is owing to the sense of stability and
order which British rule implies. Without our protection,
European adventurers would not have been attracted hither
to any extent, and the fortunes of native speculators would not
have been so generally or so rapidly made. In the place of a
close corporation, we have now a numerous body of independent
merchants and a multitude of native firms, who have risen to
eminence after starting with the smallest of small ventures.
By the trade which these men have been able to promote, the
population of old established cities has multiplied exceedingly,
anid new and flourishing towns like Jaraalpore, Kamptee,
Seetabuldee and Secunderabad, have sprung into existence.
Houses of business and Banks no longer are content with offices
in the Presidency Towns, but find it profitable to have branches
in many parts of the interior. Correspondence by post between
the manager and his subordinates is not a matter of weeks but
of days, and the telegraph connects all the centres of commerce.
Nor, whilst we pride ourselves that our presence has fostered
trade, should we forget that it has been instrumental in checking

* See Calcutta Review No. LXXXL, 1865, Article III,, The connection,
of England with India*